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Music & Arts Welcomes Legendary Music Retailer Mississippi Music to its Retail Family
All four Mississippi Music retail stores were acquired by Music & Arts; stores will remain in their current locations in Flowood, Biloxi, Hattiesburg and Meridian, Mississippi and will become the first Music & Arts locations in the state
Frederick, MD. (July 26,2021): Music & Arts, one of the nation’s largest musical instrument retailers and lesson providers, announces it has acquired the four Mississippi Music stores, located in Flowood, Biloxi, Hattiesburg and Meridian, MS. These acquisitions represent the very first Music & Arts locations in the state of Mississippi. 

Mississippi Music has had a rich history in these communities serving families and schools, and the locations have now been welcomed into the Music & Arts family of stores. The agreement was finalized and went into effect on July 21, 2021 and the terms were not disclosed. 

“After 75 years, it was time to come up with a plan to transition Mississippi Music’s business in a way where it could continue to scale and grow to keep up with the demand of our beloved and loyal customers,” said Rosi Johnson, owner of Mississippi Music and former NASMD President and NAMM board member. “This acquisition is the best of all possible outcomes as Music & Arts will bring more diversity, more options and continue to be located across our areas to serve our musicians, school music programs and customers. This is not the end but a new beginning.” 
Mississippi Music is a top 100 MI retailer with an extensive presence covering most of the state of Mississippi. Mississippi Music has been a highly successful resource for rentals as it generates an estimated thousands of new rentals annually. As Music & Arts, the stores will continue to proudly serve the needs of students and the strong music programs in these areas by providing musical instrument lessons, rentals, sales, repair, and accessories.
“What a pleasure to join forces with Rosi and her teams to carry on their rich 75-year legacy of serving the Mississippi music community.  We look forward to serving local musicians for generations to come, said Jeff Gottlieb, President of Music & Arts. “We have been so impressed with the local teams and are honored that so many have chosen to continue their careers with Music & Arts. Customers can expect the same exceptional service with an emphasis on great product, lessons, and school music services.” 
In transitioning to Music & Arts, all of the Mississippi Music retail staff, education reps and repair techs have the option to remain in their current positions. Five dedicated education reps will continue to work based out of these locations – one apiece at Hattiesburg, Biloxi and Meridian, and separate primary and secondary education reps at Flowood. These reps maintain an intensive strategy of meeting one-on-one with every music educator possible in their communities.
Lessons:

With a community of university-trained, background-checked lesson instructors, students with special needs or unique interests can find a teacher that suits them perfectly. Music & Arts stores are outfitted with studios, so students can take lessons in a safe, clean learning environment while having immediate access to the tools needed for lessons. Lessons are available for every type of musician and instrument. Online lessons are also available. 

Rentals:

Music & Arts offers convenient, flexible rental plans for students of all ages. Music & Arts professionals work closely with the local Music Educators to offer their preferred instruments and classroom materials. Free exchanges, returns, and the option to purchase are available at any time, making the rental plan a commitment-free solution. 

Repairs:

Music & Arts repair technicians are well-trained professionals who deliver work that is affordable, timely, and unconditionally guaranteed. Whether it's rehairing a violin bow, overhauling a flute, repadding a saxophone, soldering a brass instrument, or reconditioning an entire tuba, these professionals can handle any kind of instrument repair or restoration.
To learn more about Music & Arts, visit MusicArts.com.

###
About Music & Arts: 
Music & Arts, one of the nation’s largest music lessons providers and part of the Guitar Center family of brands, continues its mission to promote and support the merits of music education and the joy of music lessons by offering this opportunity for new musicians to get involved. To learn more about Music & Arts, visit www.MusicArts.com. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

· Megan Waybright | Music & Arts – Manager, National Retail Marketing | 301.620.4040 x 1286 | megan.waybright@musicarts.com 

· Clyne Media | 615.662.1616 | pr@clynemedia.com    
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